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SUB J : BANISHMENT OF CHILEAN LABOR LEADERS 
REF: SANTIAGO 9556 (NOTAL) 

1 . PINOCHET'S "GET TOUGH" POLICY BANISHING SIX CHILEAN 
TRADE UNION LEADERS TO THE DESOLATE NORTHERN REGION OF 
CHILE LOOKS INCREASINGLY LIKE A MAJOR TACTICAL ERROR. 

THE MANNER IN WHICH PINOCHET ANNOUNCED THE BANISHMENTS AND 
THE REPORTED CONDITIONS IN WHICH THE SIX ARE NOW LIVING 
(SEE REFTEL) HAVE COALESCED DISPARATE LABOR ELEMENTS IN 
THEIR SUPPORT - AND AGAINST THE GOC LABOR POLICY. 

2. COMMUNIST AND DEMOCRATIC TRADE UNION LEADERS HAVE MET 
AND ISSUED A PUBLIC STATEMENT ON THE BANISHMENTOF THE 

SIX UNION LEADERS. (NOTE: SEVEN LEADES WERE BANISHED 
NOVEMBER 23. ONE, ARTURO LATUZ WAS OUT OF CHILE AT THE 
TIME AND ACCEPTED A JOB IN VENEZUELA RATHER THAN RETURN 
TO CHILE.) THE STATEMENT CANNOT BE PUBLISHED BECAUSE OF 
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A STATE OF SIEGE DECREE BANNING ALL MENTION OF THE ISSUE. 
HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO SEVERAL TRADE UNION SOURCES, IT IS 
BEING CIRCULATED AMONG COPPER, MARITIME, TEXTILE, CONSTRUC- 
TION AND GOVERNMENT WORKERS. 

3. THE STATEMENT CONDEMNS THE BANISHMENT AS AN INAPPROPRI- 
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ATE REACTION TO THE VALID COMPLAINTS BY WORKING PEOPLE AND 
THEIR LEADERS. IT LISTS A LONG SERIES OF ECONOMIC GRIEVANCES 
AND NOTES THAT SOME CONSERVATIVES HAVE PUBLISHED SIMILAR 
COMPLAINTS WITHOUT REPRISALS. THE STATEMENT REFUSES TO 
ACCEPT THE MILITARY'S DEFINITION OF WHAT CONSTITUTES POLI- 
TICAL ACTIVITY AND ARGUES THAT ANY AUTHENTIC TRADE UNION 
LEADER WOULD DO AND SAY THE SAME THINGS AS THE SIX. IT 
CONCLUDES THAT THE GOVERNMENT THEREFORE HAS SOLVED NOTH- 
ING BY BANISHING THEM. 

4. COMMENT: THIS PUBLIC STATEMENT SIGNED BY 20 DEMOCRATIC 
AND COMMUNIST LABOR LEADERS IS THE FIRST SHOW OF BROAD FRONT 
(FRENTE AMPLIO) SOLIDARITY WITHIN THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT 
SINCE THE 1973 COUP. ALTHOUGH NOT SIGNING THE STATEMENT, 

OTHER LEADERS, GENERALLY CONSIDEREDPRO-GOC, HAVE VOICED 
SUPPORT. PINOCHET HOPED THAT THE BANISHMENTS WOULD SERVE 
TO INTIMIDATE THOSE SECTORS OF ORGANIZED LABOR THAT HAVE 
BEEN MOST RESTIVE IN RECENT MONTHS, PRIMARILY THE COPPER 
WORKERS AND PARTICULARLY THOSE LINKED TO THE CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY (PDC). HE MAY ALSO HAVE SEEN THE 
BANISHMENTS AS A MEANS OF RETALIATION AGAINST INTERNATIONAL 
LABOR GROUPS SUPPORTING THE CHILE RESOLUTION IN THEUN: 
CUEVAS, A COMMUNIST, IS AFFILIATED WITH THE WORLD FEDERA- 
ATION OF TRADE UNIONS, SPEULVEDA WITH THE AFL-CIO, FREZ 
WITH THE WORLD CONFEDERATION OF LABOR (CLAT). HOWEVER, 

THE HARSHNESS AND CAPRICIOUSNESS OF THE GOC ACTION HAVE 
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SERVED TO STRENGTHEN TRADE UNION OPPOSTITION TO THE REGIME. 
LANDAU 
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